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                      “Environmental Blues
                           A Guide to Songwriting”
This will serve as your guide to creating your own original blues song.  Writing a song is similar to writing a poem.  You will compose your song with other students in a small group and then perform it.  Here is the overall format:
· Genre (the style) – The Blues
· Form – 4 line rhymed lyric

· Performance – small group with pre-recorded and/or class ensemble accompaniment

Step 1 – Pick a theme – What are you going to sing your blues about? What are you trying to say?  Who are you writing it for (who is your audience)? 
Brainstorm ideas cooperatively with your group to pick a theme and then develop it!
Step 2 – Develop your song – write down your ideas and develop them, staying focused on your Blues theme
                                 Song Title (a ‘catchy’ title, or something connected to your theme)
Line 1-Line 1- Line 1-Line 1- Line 1-Line 1-
Line 2-Line 2- Line 2-Line 2- Line 2-RHYME WORD

Line 3-Line 3- Line 3-Line 3- Line 3-Line 3-

Line 4-Line 4- Line 4-Line 4- Line 4-RHYME WORD
Step 3 – Perform your song

Optional Activity 1 - Create a lyric hook (capture an experience or emotion) or a musical hook (a rhythmic or melodic motif)

Optional Activity 2 – Develop this into a Chorus and Verse format
Option Activity 3 – Add instruments or other vocal elements
Brainstorm – Cooperate and Develop - Perform
