The One Hand/One Heart wedding symbolism (dresses/tuxs, cross in the window, sunlight, the top hat and wedding veil, the vows, pretend rings, and kiss)

When Anita goes to the store, she is able to transcend the loss of Bernardo; however, when assaulted by the Jets, she resorts back to her prejudices and changes Maria’s message.  Why did she change the message?  What would have happened if Ice was still in the store rather than Action?
When the Jets attack Anita at the Candy Store, and Doc intervenes, he says: “What are you doing there?”  What does that really mean?

When Doc says “You kids make this world lousy”, Action replies “We didn’t make it”.  What does this mean about society?

Irony:

Graciella – a Spanish name for Riff’s girlfriend
The Jets are more ethnically diverse, yet prejudice against the ‘new people’

Symbolism:

Names of gang members  - Riff, Ice, Action, Tiger, Baby John – how do their names reflect their persona?
Maria’s dress – from white to red

Show ends where it began, on the playground

Jets and Sharks step up to carry Tony, like a funeral procession

She sings “Somewhere” as he dies – is it possible to escape the prejudice

Who has real names (though no last names):

Maria 

Tony

Anita

Bernardo
Chino

5 main adults in the show – Offc. Krupke, Lt. Shrenk, Doc, Madame Lucia, “Glad Hand”

no parental presence

Doc – the oldest and the wisest, but the village idiot who no one will listen to; why will no one listen to Doc?
Lt Shrenk – what are his real motives?  Why does he play nice, then criticize the Sharks, then verbally attack the Jets as well?

Variation from the Shakespearean tale – the message gets changed as does the messenger

You didn’t kill them with bullets and guns but with……HATE.

The change – allowing Maria to live -  is important because it is more like the real world and gives us an uncertain future; furthermore, is Maria carrying Tony’s child?
One can also ask – why didn’t Maria take her life?

Maria goes from innocence to falling love, giving herself to her love, lying to the police, holding her love in her arms as he dies, and contemplating taking her own life

Question – if someone whom you loved killed someone else whom you loved, what would you do?  

After Maria kisses Tony at the dance, Bernardo asks her if she could see that he was an American.  Maria replies “I saw only him”.  What is the meaning of that statement?  She repeats it on the fire escape and Tony agrees, saying “see only me”.  
