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Long ago in the city of Verona, Italy, there lived two families, the Montagues and the Capulets.  These families had a long history of fighting and bloodshed between them.  

A young man, Romeo Montague, along with his good friend Mercutio, decided to attend a party held at the Capulet house.  To hide their identities, they wore masks, as was often common at parties in those days.  While at the party, Romeo saw a beautiful young girl.  He asks others what her name is and is told that her name is Juliet .  Tybalt, a member of the Capulet clan, hears of Romeo’s interest in her and draws his sword in offense.  He is stopped from starting a fight with Romeo but from then on Tybalt holds a grudge against Romeo.

Romeo later speaks with Juliet and they kiss.  It is only afterwards that he finds out that she is a Capulet.  He is shocked but finds himself falling deeply in love, as is Juliet with him.  Later that night he travels to her home and hears Juliet on her balcony, wondering aloud how it is that she has fallen in love with him.  Romeo speaks to her and they proclaim vows of love for each other.  It is love at first sight and they agree to marry the next day.

The next morning they are married by the local friar (priest).  Later that day, Mercutio encounters Tybalt and his fellow clan members on the streets of Verona.  An argument begins, and just as they are about to fight, Romeo arrives, attempting to stop them.  When Tybalt insults Romeo, Mercutio attacks him, and Tybalt kills Mercutio.  Romeo, seeing his dear friend’s death, rushes at Tybalt and strikes him down with his sword.  

Romeo escapes the battle and hides from the police.  All of Verona learns of the fight and the deaths of Mercutio and Tybalt.  Meanwhile, Juliet’s father has announced that she is to be married to another man who is named Paris.  She can not tell her father about Romeo, so she goes to the local friar to ask him what to do.  He gives her a small flask of liquid that when swallowed will make her appear dead.  In fact, she will only fall into a very deep sleep.  The friar also agrees to send a messenger to Romeo telling him of their plan to fake Juliet’s death.  Romeo can then secretly meet Juliet at the family tomb when she awakens.  However, the message does not arrive in time and Romeo hears the news that Juliet has died.  He is heart-broken and decides to purchase some poison.  He will go to the Capulet family tomb and kill himself once he has seen Juliet for one last time.
When Romeo arrives at the tomb, he encounters Paris, who is mourning the loss of Juliet.  Paris blames Romeo for Juliets death.  He fights Romeo who has no choice but to kill him.  Romeo enters the tomb and sees what appears to be Juliet’s lifeless body.  He drinks the poison and dies.  Juliet then awakens.  Seeing that Romeo has taken his life, she draws his dagger and kills herself.  

The Montague and Capulet families mourn their great loss, are filled with shame that their hatred has brought about these deaths, and vow to end their feud.
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