National Anthem Critique


The goal of the exercise is not to 'put down' the Star Spangled Banner but to objectively look at worthwhile issues pertaining to it.

1)Vocal Range - the Banner has a fairly large vocal range, making it challenging for the average person to sing; a more compact vocal range would make it much easier for most people to sing

2)Words - the words are early 19th century English, in the style of Old English, including words we no longer use - such as ramparts and o'er - and other words that are lesson common - such as perilous, hailed, twilight.

This also makes the song harder to remember, both in terms of the words and the general stylistic flow and phrasing.

3A)The Melody - the melody was originally a tavern song melody sung to 

parody texts.  This means that it was not even original to the Star Spangled Banner but in fact had been used with many other different sets of words, originating with a piece call "To Anachreon in Heaven".

3B) The Melody - Also, the melody is not American in origin but in fact 

English, an unusual irony in that our American national anthem, focusing on beating the British, has a British melody.

4)War Theme - most national anthems do not focus on a violent or 

war-oriented story or theme.  While it discusses the concepts of freedom and bravery, the piece has a strong militaristic theme, including the violent references in the 3rd verse to the spilling of British blood.

5)Insulting to our ally - while at the time of it's writing, we were at war with the
 British, for over 100 years we have had very positive relations with Great Britain, who 
are now one of our closet allies in the world today.  It could easily be perceived as 
insulting that we continue to sing this song about their defeat in battle that occurred 

nearly 200 years ago.

6) Overall, one has to ask if this piece reflects America today.  In many ways, it does symbolize our fight for freedom and embracing of civil and individual liberties.  When put into context of the times, so close to the birth of our nation, it represents a courage and character that is certainly at the heart of the American spirit.

