Jazz Definitions
Swing – the unique feel of jazz rhythms, drawn from the African musical tradition

Riff – a repeated musical pattern in melody, harmony, or rhythm similar to Baroque ostinatos and motif’s

Improvisation – the spontaneous creation of music

Syncopation – the rhythmic emphasis or accenting of a pulse in places other than where the dominant beat normally occurs (beats “1, 2, 3, or 4”)

Blues – the melodic scale that is the basis for jazz melodies and harmony, it originated with the African culture and the slaves in America

Scat – vocal jazz improvisation, often on nonsense syllables
Polyrhythm – from the African tradition, the layering of simple rhythms to create complex patterns
