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“The Lion Sleeps Tonight” is a doo-wop song based on an African folk song.  Its original title was “Mbube” (Eem-boo-beh), which is Zulu for “Lion”.  The original version was recorded in 1939 by Solomon Linda.  It was a huge hit in Africa in the 1940’s.  The original Zulu song was based on Solomon Linda’s experiences as a child, when he would chase lions away from the families’ cattle.  The piece made it’s way to America during the folk music craze of the early 1950’s and 1960’s, where, after being re-written into English, it was performed and recorded by several groups and artists.  Finally, in 1961, a group from New York known as “The Tokens” recorded it.  Within 6 months of its release, it was racing up the record charts and became the #1 song in America by Christmas 1961.   To this day, “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” is one of the most recognized popular songs throughout the entire world.
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The original American artists who heard the song thought that the background word in the chorus word was  "Wimoweh" which is why it was written that way in English. The actual word the singers were saying was "Uyimbube"  - which means “you are a lion.  Wimoweh is sort of a nonsense word, like “oh-wo” or “doo-wah” or “scooby doo” in jazz scat music.




