What is “The Blues”?


What is the Blues?
Blues is a 20th century musical style that really began to evolve in the late 1800’s in America.  As a style, its about tradition and personal expression, often on a sad theme.  The Blues could be considered part of the jazz family of musical styles.
Where did the Blues come from? 

The blues grew out of African spirituals and worksongs. In the late 1800s, southern African-Americans laborers passed the songs down orally, and they collided with American folk and country from the Appalachians. New hybrids appeared by each region, but all of the recorded blues from the early 1900s are distinguished by simple, rural acoustic guitars and pianos. After World War II, the blues began to fragment, with some musicians holding on to acoustic traditions and others taking it to jazzier territory. 
What does the Blues sound like?
Most blues features simple, usually three-chord, progressions and have simple structures that are open to endless improvisations, both lyrical and musical.  The Blues can be sung or played on an instrument.  The term blue or blues comes both from the reference to feelings of sadness (“I’m feelin’ blue”) and the musical idea of bending a note/pitch, similar to the wail of sadness of someone who is filled with sorrow.  
What types of instruments does the Blues use?
The blues started out as a vocal and acoustic instrumental style.  It can be sung without any instruments (a cappella) or in combination with instruments; it can also be purely instrumental, with no vocals or lyrics at all.  With the invention of the electric guitar,  most bluesmen followed Muddy Waters' lead and played the blues on electric instruments. From that point on, the blues continued to develop in new directions -- particularly on electric instruments -- or it has been preserved as an acoustic tradition.
Are there different types of Blues?
There are several different types of Blues; they include:

Chicago Blues

What is now referred to as the "classic Chicago style" was developed in the late 1940s and early 1950s, taking Delta blues, amplifying it and putting it into a small-band context. Adding drums, bass, and piano (sometimes saxophones) to the basic string band and harmonica aggregation, the genre created the now standard blues band lineup.
(over)
Country Blues
Country-Blues is primarily a style filled with acoustic guitarists, particularly finger-picking and slide-guitar style playing.  It has strong ties to old style County music.
Delta Blues
The Delta Blues style comes from the Southern part of Mississippi, a place romantically referred to as "the land where the blues were born." In its earliest form, the style became the first African American guitar-dominated music to make it onto phonograph records back in the late 1920s. Delta Blues form is dominated by fiery slide guitar and passionate vocalizing, with the deepest of feelings being applied directly to the music. Its lyrics are passionate as well and in some instances stand as the highest flowering of blues songwriting as stark poetry. 
Modern Electric Blues
Modern Electric Blues is an eclectic mixture, a sub style embracing both the old, the new and something that falls between the two.  It pays homage to those vintage styles of playing while simultaneously recasting them in contemporary fashion. It can also be-by turns-the most forward looking, progressive of all blues styles, embracing rock beats and enlivening the form with funk rhythms and chord progressions that expand beyond the standard three that usually comprises most blues forms.
Famous Blues Artists

John Lee Hooker – guitar/vocals

Bo Diddly – guitar/vocals
Ray Charles – piano/vocals


Howlin’ Wolf – guitar/vocals
Bessie Smith – vocals


B.B. King – guitar/vocals

Robert Johnson – guitar/vocals

Little Richard – piano/vocals
Eric Clapton – guitar/vocals


Janis Joplin – vocals/blue-eye soul
Rolling Stones – blues/rock


Stevie Ray Vaughn – guitar/vocals
Blues Influence

The Blues lead directly to the growth of rock n roll in the 1950’s and the soul/Motown sound of the 60’s.  It is still an art form practiced today in many ways, all over this land and throughout the world.  It continues to be a source of self-expression, inspiration and hope for millions of people.  
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